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to the designated office shall be consid-
ered if—

(1) Agency regulations authorize such
consideration;

(2) The telephone call is made by the
telegraph office that received the tele-
graphic bid;

(3) The telephone call is received by
the designated office not later than the
time set for the bid opening;

(4) The telegraph office that received
the telegraphic bid sends the des-
ignated office the telegram that
formed the basis for the telephone call;

(5) The telegram indicates on its face
that it was received in the telegraph
office before the telephone call was re-
ceived by the designated office; and

(6) The bid in the telegram is iden-
tical in all essential respects to the bid
received in the telephone call from the
telegraph office.

(c) If the conditions in paragraph (b)
above apply and the bid received by
telephone is the apparent low bid,
award may not be made until the tele-
gram is received by the designated of-
fice; however, if the telegram is not re-
ceived by the designated office within 5
days after the bid opening date, the bid
shall be rejected.

14.303 Modification or withdrawal of
bids.

(a) Bids may be modified or with-
drawn by any method authorized by
the solicitation, if notice is received in
the office designated in the solicitation
not later than the exact time set for
opening of bids. Unless proscribed by
agency regulations, a telegraphic
modification or withdrawal of a bid re-
ceived in such office by telephone from
the receiving telegraph office shall be
considered. However, the message shall
be confirmed by the telegraph company
by sending a copy of the written tele-
gram that formed the basis for the
telephone call. If the solicitation au-
thorizes facsimile bids, bids may be
modified or withdrawn via facsimile re-
ceived at any time before the exact
time set for receipt of bids, subject to
the conditions specified in the provi-
sion prescribed in 14.201–6(w). Modifica-
tions received by telephone (including
a record of those telephoned by the
telegraph company) or facsimile shall
be sealed in an envelope by a proper of-

ficial. The official shall write on the
envelope (1) the date and time of re-
ceipt and by whom, and (2) the number
of the invitation for bids, and shall
sign the envelope. No information con-
tained in the envelope shall be dis-
closed before the time set for bid open-
ing.

(b) A bid may be withdrawn in person
by a bidder or its authorized represent-
ative if, before the exact time set for
opening of bids, the identity of the per-
sons requesting withdrawal is estab-
lished and that person signs a receipt
for the bid.

(c) Upon withdrawal of an electroni-
cally transmitted bid, the data re-
ceived shall not be viewed and shall be
purged from primary and backup data
storage systems.

[48 FR 42171, Sept. 19, 1983, as amended at 54
FR 48983, Nov. 28, 1989; 60 FR 34738, July 3,
1995]

14.304 Late bids, late modifications of
bids, or late withdrawal of bids.

14.304–1 General.

Bids received in the office designated
in the invitation for bids after the
exact time set for opening are late bids.

(a) A late bid, modification of bid, or
withdrawal of bid shall not be consid-
ered unless received before contract
award, and—

(1) It was sent to a contracting office
in the United States or Canada by reg-
istered or certified mail not later than
5 calendar days before the bid receipt
date specified;

(2) It was sent by mail (or, if author-
ized by the solicitation, was sent by
telegram or via facsimile) and it is de-
termined by the Government that the
late receipt was due solely to mis-
handling by the Government after re-
ceipt at the Government installation;

(3) It was sent to a contracting office
in the United States or Canada by U.S.
Postal Service Express Mail Next Day
Service-Post Office to Addressee not
later than 5:00 PM at the place of mail-
ing 2 working days prior to the date
specified for receipt of bids. The term
working days excludes weekends and
Federal holidays; or
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